— 




; 




Almost before the echoes of the murder bullet 
had stopped reverberating in the courtyard of 
the Lorraine Motel; the most massive, most far- 
reaching, most expensive manhunt in history 
was under way* . 

Gerold Frank was part of that manhunt 
from the beginning. So An American Death has 
an immediacy and suspense rare in nonfiction. 
You are an eyewitness: as Memphis teeters on 
the brink of violence In the last tension-filled 
days of Dr. Martin Luther King ... as a pale, 
obviously non-outdoor type buys a gun "to go 
hunting with". . . as a "respected citizen" shouts 
into a phone, "You can shoot the son-of-a-bitch 
on the balcony". .. as the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police discover that three of James 
Earl Ray's aliases are the names of real men 
who live in the same Toronto neighborhood, 
and who all look like him ... as Ray slumps 
on a bench after his arrest in London Airport, 


ithadream. 


‘‘I feel so trapped". . .'as his trial 
puzzling, swift conclusion. 


exclaiming, 
comes to a 

Was Ray the head assassin of a group 
of white supremacists? Did he in fact fire the 
fatal bullet? '».«•.< ■ 

In the four years of research and writing 
that went into An American Death, Gerold Frank 
interviewed countless persons here and abroad 
who had anything to do with the case: inform- 
ers, investigators, lawyers, witnesses, judges, 
as well as Ray’s family and friends. He had ac- 
cess to diaries, letters, and police intelligence 
data. Much of the material in An American 
Death has never before been revealed. 

Just as he did in The Boston Strangler, 
Frank has written a suspenseful, definitive ac- 
count that answers all the questions others have 
left open, while taking you into the hearts and 
minds of the participants. An American Death 
is a masterpiece of true crime reporting. 
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